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SOME NOTES UPON THE CRAFT GUILDS OF NORWICH, 

WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE MASONS. 

BY J. C. TINGE Y, Af.A., F.S.A. 


HE existing custumal of the City of Norwich is unfortunately ouly a 
transcript of the original, which probably (luted from the 13th 
century. It was contained in a manuscript belonging to the Corpo- 
ration, known in Hlnmefield’a, the county historian's day, ns the “Itook 
of Customs.'* and is now missing. The copy preserved is very corrupt 
and ofteu impossible to translate from the Latin, in which it stands, 
unless suitable words arc supplied. The 46lb Chapter “ Concerning 
practising «t searching Occupations " may be abridged thus : “ To ensure the avoidance 
of fraudulent or faulty work, let the Bailiffs auil Twenty-Four elected in common choose 
yearly two, three, or four of each craft (according to its size) and other experts, Those 
elected are to he sworn to visit at least four times a year every cmft <t industry and 
faithfully present every default to the Bailiffs A Twenty- Four elected in the name of tho 
Commonalty, who shall exact sufficient amends aud shall also have power to remove 
any of the sworn searchers who arc negligent.’* 

Tho mention of the Bailiffs clearly shows that this document is anterior to tho 
Mayoralty, which began in 1404. Bat up to 1416 we have no names of the wardens, 
and the lists arc very imperfect previous to the 10th century. 

In 1415, after much disputing between the citizens and their officers, a com- 
position was mado dealing with the whole government of the city. It concludes with 
orders for the crafts and general trading. 1 One item has it " That allc Croftcs that 
willc he cladde shall be oladde after the form of London.” Another that crafts may 
elect their own wardens and then present them to the Mayor. 

Next in a parchment book, called the “ Liber Albus,” which was commenced in 
1426, and owes its existence to the composition just referred to, or to the immediate 
consequences, there is n lengthy entry styled “Ordinances for Crafts.” Henry VI. is 
named ns the reigning Sovereign, but no year is given. However there is a note 
appended to an abbreviated copy in the Mercers' Books, which seems to imply that it 
was compiled in 1450. It treats of the election of officers in large and small crafts and 
their duties, the clothing, and ridings ; then of foreigners, change of craft, apprentices, 
and religions observances. The compilers have taken sonic trouble to explain what is 
to be understood by a mystery, viz., parccll of craft is and eloped myiteris for as moche as 
livers is not at this day sufficient noumbre of persons iu the said mysieris to be cleped a craft. 
Again, Every mystery shall be nned to Ms like craft, that is to wyte, to Smith* crafle thies 
mystery*, Bladsmythes, Locksmyths, and Lorymen [bridlesmiths ] ; and to every craft to have 
his mystcrys assigned unto it. It seems probable, judging from the Mercers’ Book above 
mentioned, that copies of this order were delivered to every craft guild. 

These ordinances arc immediately followed in the book by others, dated 1543, 
of which there will be oocasiou to speak when we come to that period. 

1 Printed io the “Town Close Evidences” t. 37 el seq. 
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Some I'eg illations dealing exclusively with the Mmoii* weit* certainly drawn up 
in 14G9, for the minutes of the assembly for that year state, that the aldermen and 
common council should attend upon the Major to reform divers things for a long time 
used by the masons to the dishonour of their craft, according to the effect of a certain 
hill presented by divers men of the same craft. What these regulations were cannot 
uow be discovered. Doubtless they were entered in the books of the Masons 9 Guild, 
but these and also those of practically every other trade company of Norwich are 
now missing, alt hough Dlomcfield appears to have steeu some of them. The Mercers’ 
Rook, of which mention has been made, is only an account o the presentments of 
defects. 

The masons again attracted the attention of the assembly in 1491, when it 
appears that no masters were sworn to make any search for defects of workmanship, 
and if is stated that by a recent statute masons were merely accounted labourers, and 
forbidden to call any gathering for forming regulations upon such defects. Therefore 
it was agreed, that the mayor, w ith two of the more dtscivet men of the craft, should have 
authority to correct aoeh defects, assess fines, and so forth.* What statute is here under- 
stood is uueertain, but probably an Act of Parliament foi it was unusual to call the 
local enactments by that name. 

Feast-bearing will next claim our notice. It was the custom of the guilds to 
elect two or more of the members every year to provide a feast on the guild day ; and 
nit hough these persons were in part remunerated by each brother’s fixed payment for 
his food and drink, it is evident, that at this time, the excuse* of the feast-bearers 
were becoming insupportable. Accordingly it was enacted in 1494, that all should 
contribute equally, the feast-makers paying no mure than others, except that their 
trouble should he gratuitous, and whoever did the contrary should forfeit 20s, It 
appears that this order had not the desired effect, for the next year we bear that the 
burden causes great undoing and impoverishment of the feast- makers, and many desert 
the city, while others refuse to come in, in order to avoid this expense, so that, as usual, 
the city is much decayed aud likely to be bnoaght to utter ruin. So cpiite a number of 
orders were made to remedy the evil, among winch wc again find that the cost of the 
feast shall be borne by all, aud no one is to be compelled to be a brother of a guild 
unless he be of value. It was nevertheless necessary to renew this Act in 1531. 

There still exists a roll of Apprenticeship Indentures, beginning in 1512, and 
from this date we may be sure that at one time the enrolments were complete, though at 
present several are missing. This roll was undoubtedly made in pursuance of an act 
of an assembly, held on the 1 9th of March in that year. The first skin is chiefly taken 
up with in ison apprentices, and almost, if not quite, all the remainder are worsted- 
weavers, hut nothing has been noticed in it which cal)3 for particular comment. 
Previous to this date there are only one or two indentures, enrolled in 1417, 
known, a remarkable fact, since the composition of 1115, aud the ordinances which 
have born assigned to the year 1459, both insisted upon enrolment, however it is just 
possible that others may bo found in the voluminous court itdls, which have not 
hitherto been carefully examined* tin the other hand, there can be little doubt that 
the obligation was frequently avoided. 


1 Similar powers were given to the feeders 
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In the autumn of tlii* year, 1512, we find the rough -mason* complaining that 
many persons, after having been apprenticed to their craft for seven yearn, have 
redeemed their l>onds after four years or even less, while others using the croft have 
never been apprenticed at all. so that many wor k?? done by them in the city are in decay, 
to the great rebuke of the occupation. II was thereupon decreed, that no one *houfd 
work an a rough-mason but such as had fully served III* apprenticeship, or else he 
approved by the Mayor and the Wardens of the craft. Also that no one shoold take it 
upon him to do auy task work within the city, bat such as wero sworn citizens. 

The assembly was next called upon to deal with the matter of pageants. As 
previously stated the ordinances of H50 contain certain regulations for ridings, 
mentioning the Mayor s riding, on the day when lie assumed his office, and processions 
at Hallownas, Christmas, and Twclfthday, or at other times to be assigned by the 
Mayor. On these occasions the craft, to which the Mayor belonged, followed imme- 
diately behind him. For other crofts, the engrossing clerk states that their order will 
be found iu the same book as the ordinances. It is certainly not there now, and it rnay 
be questioned whether it ever was, but it may be preserved iu some parchment folios at 
the end of an otherwise paper book, known as the iC Old F rcc Book." It is there spoken of 
a* tho order of the procession on Corpus Christ i Day to the Chapel in the Fields, each 
craft with it* banner. The handwriting is very similar to that of the ordinances, and 
the list might have been made a few years before or after 1150. That it was anterior 
to the Reformation is evident, ind it must be mentioned that the seventh place is 
assigned to the masons. 

This list is in a manner collated with another in a later hand, and seems to be an 
abridgment of an order for processions, made soon after the Reformation, which will 
be mentioned shortly. It begins i Sniethes, ii Jfaaons, but both these crafts united with 
others really furmod one group or company. 1 

The pageant proper was a far more elaborate and picturesque entertainment, and 
at an earlier period was exhibited by St. Luke's Guild; that is to say a guild com- 
posed of the pewterers, brariers, bell-founders, j dumber*, glasiers, and painters aloue. 
In 1527 this guild handed a petition 2 to the Mayor, requesting, that being impoverished 
by producing the annual spectacle on Whit-Monday, it may be enacted that every 
occupation within the city shall, for the future, set forth one pageant on the day 
mentioned. This was apparently granted, for there is extant a description of this 
show, where the particular pageant allotted to each group of crafts is named. The 
masons, unite 1 with several other companies, have the fourth place aud il was their 
joint duty to represent Abell Cum. It should be noticed that this is the .sole instauce 
where the masons are separated from the smith* in any ceremony not being merely a 
matter of trades. 

In 1539, owing doubtless to the general insecurity felt by reason of the King's 
action respecting the monasteries, it was enacted, that all guild stocks of 3uch guilds, 
us were already dissolved, aud in future should be dissolved, should be given to tho 
Mayor to be expended on the ruinous decay of the city: and the next day John 
Rochester is assigned to pay to Mr. Mayor 25s. which remain in his hands of the guild 
of St. Olave, In the same year the Chamberlains account for 22s. 8d. received of 

1 BlosnelieliTji statements concerning tho procession on Cornua Cbneti day in 1 tSS) cannot now 
ho vori(k*d. 

* This political, and also tho order of processions aud pageants, are published in Norfolk 

Archaeology voh iii., p. 3, et *e<j. 
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hirers guild stocks, and in the next Robert Thorp* priest, surrendered 10s. as the 
remaining stouk of the thick- woollen -weavers 1 guild. A further order was made in 1548, 
that is immediately after the suppression of guilds and fraternities, that all guild stocks 
should be employed towards cleansing the River. 

We now come to the New Ordinances for Crafts which were issued in 1543 ft* 
already stated. They are very extensive and it would be impossible to give even a 
nummary of their contents in an article like the present* Three years previously the 
city hod obtained a grant of the church of the Black Fryers from the king, and now, 
the necessary alterations being completed, it was resolved to use it as a Common Ilall, 
instead of the College of St. Mary, where large gatherings had hitherto assembled. 
Therefore, in the first place, there is a long account of the religious ceremonies and 
feasting*, which, excepting that the worsted- woavers shall attend masse at the 
Cathedral, are all to be held in the Hall, the nuisse being sang in the chapel of St. John 
there. Days were assigned to the cruft*, either separately or grouped into companies, 
for keeping their guild. To the masons with tilers, lime-burners, and smiths, the 5th 
Sunday after Trinity was given, and since the first day, allotted to a craft, was the 
Thursday before Wbit-Sunday, and then every Sunday after thnt Thursday, for twelve 
consecutive weeks, to another of the various crafts or companies, it follows that the 
masons again occupied the seventh place. 

The existing rules concerning feast-bearing wen? apparently abolished, for it was 
now ordered, that no one should keep open shop within the city for a longer period 
than two years and a day, unless he be then admitted a brother of a fraternity ; and no 
one wa*% to be elected feast-bearer within two years after he had been admitted, then, if 
he refused to take the trouble and expense, he would be fined 20s. 

Every member of a fraternity is to contribute Id. quarterly towards the fund for 
relief of the almsmen of the biotlieihood, and a like amount ut the burial of every 
brother or sister; the sum to be expended, iu wax [for candles], offerings at the 
altar, and deeds of charity ; the sick moreover are to be visited. 

The by-laws for apprentices and enrolment of their indentures are re-enacted, and 
lastly, the sum of Id. is to he payed by every member of every fraternity, on the guild 
day, to the prie*t of the Chapel of St. John, who sang for the prosperity of the brethren 
that are alive, and the souls of those departed, and so on. That is all very well, but one 
canuot help beiug surprised to find, in the sordid Chamberlains’ Accounts, that the 
priest is bonding over these contributions to the use of tlic city in general. The first 
entry of the kind occurs in tho oocontts for the previous year, where only the lump sum 
of C8$. 5d. is mentioned. But immediately after the passing of the ordinances, the 
offerings of every guild are severally given, and the totals are almost double the above 
sum. In I54t the offerings of tbo Masons and Smiths, with thoir companies, amounted 
to 3s. 5d., and they also paid 4«. *Jd. for the certen This last was the normal amount 
Contributed by the guilds for that purpose, yet since the certen is described in the 
ordinances, us a yearly stipend to he paid to the priest, the charge Strikes one as being 
a little illusory. However seeing that the priest was paid u salary of A*6 13s. 4d. it 
up|>curs at first sight that lie gained rather than lost by this duplicit 3 % and it would be 
so, if his sole duties had consisted in saying manses for the guilds, but that is highly 
improbable. 

The following except iotuil entry also occur* in the Chamberlains 1 Accounts at 
this time, Paul for the chargi* of the clerks that sa^je Masse and evensong for the Smythes 
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anti J/cjsum* Mr Sowlay byfore Mydiomer . xxd* This \ym in 1543, when the 5tli Sunday 
after Trinity full upon Midsummer Day, and no similar statement has been found under 
any other year, or naming any other company, so that the inference is obscure. 

This constant coupling of the Masons and Smiths raise# the question, whether 
the Masons were actually members of the Guild of St. Loyc or Kligius, to whom the 
Smiths* guild was certainly dedicated, ami which was sometime kept in the existing 
Church of All Saints. No satisfactory evidence is forthcoming, and nothing that has 
been said amounts to a proof of it, yet it is strange that there was a leading family of 
Masons called Smyth, while there is some reason to suspect that their real name was 
Dewe. 


At this time too the older and route to the processions on Corpus Christi Day 
were rearranged. St. Mary's College was on the verge of dissolution, and so the progress 
is from and back to thu Common Hall. In the order of the companies, the smiths, 
tilers, masons, and lime-burners with their two banners marched first, and were it worth 
while it could easil_v bs proved that the list previously alluded to as beginning, 1 8 methes, 
ii Masons, is only Tin enumeration of those crafts which possessed banners picked out 
from this mandate, the existing heading being allowed to remain. 

In 1546, and also in 1517, when the destruction of thu guilds was imminent, the 
pageants were prohibited, and in the last instance the .Minutes of the Assembly give a 
significant hint that the order was made with a view to preserving the guild stocks 
intact, so that there might be the more to siexe when the final crash should come. 
It- e into thu next year, and as we have seen, stocks wore to be expended in cleansing 
the river, the amount received has not been found recorded anywhere, and the 
Chamberlains’ account states, received for th e offryng* and certtn s of any Guylds kept 
within the tyme of thy# accompt t noth for that they he all lest and putt down. This can 
only mean that the offeriugs, with the musses, and prayers Cor the dead, as also the deeds 
of charity were envied ; the crafts remained as societies* responsible fur securing good 
work, and possibly something more. For in the ordinances last mentioned we constantly 
find that the work “guild*’ has been altered to M feast ’’ or “fellowship,** as the cou- 
8t ruction requires, and u masse** to 11 service.” What other period than this can be 
assigned for these changes f And if all feasting and worship had been put down, why 
were they made ? The priest continued to draw his salary* and the pageants were 
proceeding iu Klisabeth’s reign, 1 so making allowance for ohnnge of ideas, things apjiear 
to have gone on pretty much as before. 

The Guilds or Fraternities became Artificers of Occupations in 1549, when the 
carpenters, masons and other architectural trades complain that thoy arc compelled 
to employ foreigners and young beginners, because the more experienced hands go 
out of the city, when they ure most required there, and obtain work in the country. 
To prevent such action in future, except by license of the Mayor, heavy peualties were 
prescribed. 

During the reign of Elizabeth by-laws for the crafts were issued severally, those 
for the Fellowship awl Company of Masons occur under the year 1572, they include tbo 
rulco for the lime-homers, and relate exclusively to the avocation, without mention of 
frsti fit. i a*. 


1 Sl*i> Norfolk Arcbaxjlogy, vul. v., p. 20. 
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Sonic revision of these was necessary about five years later, when it was allowed 
that an apprentice might be employed as a common labourer during t he first year of bis 
service. As a consequence of these orders eighteen Masons, rough- masons, and lime- 
burners were presented at the Mayor's Court held on 22nd November, 1592, for offence* 
against them and various fine* were inflicted. 

A set of by *laws were also produced in the next reign, and though none for the 
Masons have been discovered, it is possible that they were engrossed in one of the books 
now lost. Again at the close of the 17th century a farther series was compiled, and 
entered in a book kept solely for this purpose, in which the rules for the Masons are 
contained under the date, 1C61. 

At the time of which we arc speaking the lists of the wardens of crafts were 
discontinued, although only sixty years previously the U umber of recognised trades had 
been vastly increased. The wardens continued to he appointed however, and their 
names can lie picked up from the records of the Mayor’s Court, They become fewer and 
fewer in the course of years, and appear to cad entirely about the middle of the ISth 

century* 


XORWIClf CORPORATION ARCHIVES. 

Warden* uT the Mason* elected in 14*10; — John Everard, Jc John Dyncok. 

Assembly Thursday after S 1 Matthew, 4 fh lieu. VIII. 1512. 

This day is read a certain bill exhibited by the Masters of the craft of Hough* 
masons in these words To right worckepfull Maioar, aldermen and comon-coutisail of the 
Cit io of Norwich sheweth to your honorable Wcysdoms the Wardeyus of the rough 
Masons within the said Citic that not only diver** and many persons dwellyug within 
this Citic iu the occupation ami Myster of Roaghmasons have be bounde apprentice 
for vij yenea and diver* and many of them have by ther Frondes have redemod thcr 
bondcs of apprentisbode some att ij yeies iij ycres and iiij yeret so that they have uott 
served tlier hole t?rme according to the orilytia uncos made within the Raid Citio and 
some of them never wer apprentices nor used the same oocapacion and cannott work* 
and fere uott to take taske Worked by rtieaucof which premise* diverse and many workes 
within the said Citic wrought by them ben in decay to the gre&tt hurt of bylders and 
rebuke of the said occupacion. May it plaaae yonr good Masters hyps therefor to enacte 
Ofdnyne and estublyaslie by auctoryties to yoa yeven For remedies in sacli cases that 
from hensforth no man shall take upon bym to worke in the occupacion of Roughmasona 
craft within the said Citic butt such as have bon apprentices within the said Citic and 
fully served his apprentishode by vij yeres att the lest or elles to be approved aid ad- 
mytted by the Maiour of the »aul Citio fur the tyme beyng and t ho Wardens of the same 
craft for the tyme beyng. And also that non of the said oocapacion shall take uppon 
hym to make any taskc work within the said Cilie but such as ben Citczcns Sworn 
within the same Citio And if any man presume to do the contrary of any of the 
premy&ses to be comrnjttod to wardo by the said Maioar and over that to make fyne 
after the quantitie of his trespaa theme halff of hit to the Maiour for the tyme beyng 
anil tfiothcr hall! to hyui or them that certyfyetli and proveth any uf the said defaates. 

Which bill be mg raid ami understood by the whole assembly aforesaid it is 
agreed that it be established and enacted by the aforesaid authority according to the 
form and effect of the saino. 
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Assembly 31 rt May -l 11 * Eld. VT. 15 4 9. 

Also that a booko eonoernyug the absence A departy ng on I c of the Citic without 
licence of the Mayer of Carp enter* Reder* Masons A Tylers is enacted A oldened an is 
conteyned in the same ; Whcrof the tenonr ffolowetli in these wordcs. E'orasmochc as 
thenhabi taunt* A Citezen s of this Citie beyng ortifficors of the mysteryes sclents A 
occupations of masonscraft of known known reputed A called by the name of Roughe- 
masons briklayers A Fremasons Rcders Carpenters A Tyleracrafte enhabityng witbinne 
this Citie have haddc thcr lernyng & educucion by the moat commendable manor of 
apprentices of these sc i cues and hy that tneanc atteyned there sevenill occupations A 
hntli exercised tlier sciencs within tho same to A ffor the goocto cncrea.se A maynten- 
nunce of ther lyvyngs ffamileyes A households, and tlierby also the Citezens A 
inhabitaunts ther the better served A thcr edifienga re pay red A mayuteyned to the 
greate comforte of tbeoouion* within the same Citie. Which thing of late dayes hath 
ben so enffrenged A disordered by dyvors A somlry persons of tlieise mysteryes of 
masons tylers Reders A Carpentei-scraft having only a respect c to ther own piyvate 
Inker A advauntnge to be comcn A growen to be perfects A gooJc workmen gnetlye 
necleyng ther commodities here with in this Citie have departed onto of the same Citic 
at suche tymes A seasons in the yeere as ihei most called upon A Inked ffor to be sette 
on worke into dy vers partes A places of the countrieth A more Reddy to serve eatraungers 
then the comons here contrary to the goode orders here toffore had A used witliiu the 
seid Citie. By reson wrherof the inhabitaunts A Citezens here hath been compiled 
to take A sette into ther worke as we II Foreincrsas also yong begyners of those scientes 
whose worke ffor lak of good A sufficient knowlege A workemnnshipp in the same have 
decayed or ellys lest ondoying or ondon to the giette detryment of’fhe seid Citie and 
also hindeniunce A lasso of the comons of the same ffor refurmacion whereof A to 
thentente that the Citie A coitions* of the same may hoe tho better served and rnayn- 
ned (stc) ffrom hensforth by suche persons as do use A exercise the same scients A*, 
occupations bidoreuamed A boo sate in good A civile order mete A necessary to be hadde 
used A mayntoyned A coutynucd with in this Citie. lie it therfor ordered and also 
enacted and establysshed liy the Mayor Slici^ffe.s Citcreins A Commonaltie of this 
Citie assembled togeder with oone hooll assentc and by vertne A auctorytic of the 
same that iff any maner of person or persons whatsoever he or they be Citezens 
and inhabitauntes within thin Citie Suburbes A hamelettes of the same shall ffrom 
the ffeste of Middsomer next commyng heyng of the mysteryes scientes A occnpacions 
of Masons craftc Tylers Redcre A Carpenters that its to save Rough eraasons 
E'rcmasons or brcklayors Tyler* Reders A Carpenters shall by ther own mcanes 
or deputies or servaunts take any worke in hamle or make eny covenunnte with 
eny other person or persons ffor the same dwellyng or enhabiting out of this Citic 
in any place or parte of the Countreyth ffor any maner of worke to be done made 
sette uppo or ffenysshed there without licence of the Mayor of this Citie or his 
succcssdurs Mayors ffor the tyme beyng A Aldermen or the more parte of thorn assem- 
bled A he thereupon ffully agreed to be by the seid artifficer or artifOcers of masons 
Tylers Reders A Carpenters or eny of them in the Counsell Chamber of the seid Citie, then 
hoo to fforfeyte A lose ffor the flirste tyme of the offence coinmyttod A done contrary to 
the tcuour fforme A effects lierof Tenne Shiltinges and ffor the Seconde deffawte twenty 
Shillings.* and ffor the thirde ffawte fforty Shillinges and to be clerly disfraanchesed 
ffrom all the libertie of the Citie. The whiche sommes of raonoy so lost Ac to bo equally 
dyvydod the oonc halff to the Mayer to tho use of the seid Citie And the other halff 
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to hyra or them that present A Sue ffor the same. And the money to ho levied by 
discretion difttre* or by eniprisonment of the partie offender as shall some host e hy the 
diacrcciotl of the Mayer A his brethern the Aldermen or the more parte of them. 

Assembly 30 Sept r 7. II. 7. 1491. [Extended.] 

Ha© die rnotum eat per Maioretn de Arte Lathamornm in hac Ciuitate eo quod nnlli 
m&gistri Aid is illius sunt jurat i ad faciendum uliquod scratinium pro defectibuscorumdcm 
LatUamorum ct quis hobebit suponnsum defectunm alicnius conquerentis (conquerent*) 
et pro eo quod per statutura nuper iodc editum Lathami reputantur A aeceptantur nisi 
tamon ut laboratores et per cundom stutututn prohibetura cst eis facere aliquas 
conuenticnlas siuo oongrogacioncs inter sc ad facicndas aliquas actus siuc ordinaciones 
pto coiToccioue alicains deUaqncnfis, Modo ad banc congicgacioneiu concordntum A 
agreatum eat quod Maiore pro tempore existente conuocati* sihi duabus de magi* 
discrecionibus Lathamorura infra haac Ciuitatem haboant plcnam anctoritatcm et 
correctionera de qnibus libet Latlmuiis in operc suo delinquentibus A fines super 
eos poncro et entendas conquerenti facere per eorum diacreciones prout eis bene decef. 


S£AL 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE 

RECORDS OF THE CORPORATION OF NORWICH. 

COMMUNICATED BY WALTER RYE , ESQ. 


ASSEMBLY BOOK: NORWICH” CORPORATION: VOL. III. 

Congrogaco tent. die vidz : xxiij°die dccembr. Anno regni dn3 Elizabeth refine none 
xv coram fiobto Suckcling mnioro Xich Soothcrton et tfrancisco Rnggc vie. 

This dajre the booke that the Mavms have preferred to this assembly ya folly 
agreid upon to be atablyshed as a lasve and to take effecte according to the tenure of 
the same booke as hereafter in this assembly may appear#. 

To the right Worahippfull M r Maior the Shreves aldermen and comon counccll 
of tho cittie of Norw** 1 . 

Humbly showing unto yo T worshippes your continually orators the ifelowshipp 
and company# of Masons w ifc in (his Cittie that wheoreby the good government of tho 
Magistrates of thy* Cittie A tlio good obediens of the Citizens it Ooimnalty of tho 
same w A long tyme heretofore have ben used hail and deligeutly observed in all estates 
and degroea of this Corporacion, every inombor of this cittyo that is to saye every 
company of arts & mysteris w l, *in the same have prosperously incrcasod and polytikly 
bon maynteyned to tho greats prolilt of this coin on wetth all have ben done & 
contynued by tho good ordinances it civitl constitucdns w <h from tymo to tyme w* 1 * good 
discrecon and doliborat advice have bon made and ordioned amongest the wo yo r 
oratours have amongest others tasted of the benefit thereof, but for somochas in pro- 
cess# of tyme manye defalts and abuses do happen, w cl> have nede of dewe reformacon 
and o f arte or occopacon ys very necessary and one amongest others most occupied in 
this comonwelth & yet no corteu order presoryved and lymytted for good and perfect 
workcraanshipp nor no dow pemisshement for offence* set down# and appoyntod by 
reason wh coreo f ther is mocha evill and sleyty workemanshipp to the great# loss# of 
souchc as set men or work# and to y* great# slander and infamy of good woorkmen 
w cV greatly nodith great reformacion for the avoydaunco gret inconvcnycnccs w ,h otberwiae 
in dofalte thereof might thoroapon ensue, the premisses therefore considered It mayo 
pleas# yo r worshipped that it maye be ordeyned by thi3 comon assembly that all tho hole 
compaiiyo of masons now o being inhabitant and hereafter to be inhabiting or soiorning 
in this Cittio or tho suburbs of the same shalbe obedient an i observe the orders rules Jb 
articles hereafter writing w cIk your orators do trust shall bring gret coniirmite amongest 
them and shall maynteyue good workemanshipp and abbolishe all deceit# and sleytynes 
in o T 3#id arte or occnpacon wheareby shall insue gret# benefit unto this cittio tfc the 
inhabytants of the same and wo shall ever bo bowndo to prey to God for yo r prosperous 
estate longc to oontynao. 

Imprimis that tho wardens and hedemen of tho 3ayd company of Masons shall 
yoaroly and overy yoare for ever hereafter w u, iu ono moneih after that M r Maior do take 
his charge cause aft the hole company# of m isous to assemble ami met together at some 
convenient place and then and thcr the two wardens and hedemen to chn*o out of tho 
same company xij persons w c * xi j persons so edected shall elect too new wardons for tho 
same occnpacon and on hsdecuan of tho wysest mot#3t and most discrct per sons of the 
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same company for the yeare ffollowing w 1 * shalhe swome to exercise thoroffioefl duly and 
truly for the yeare Hollowing as is accustomed w^in the seid Cittic and yf y e warden* 
tball herein neglects ntnl make defalie in cloying ot ther officer then ytche of them to 
ffurfeyte x*. 

Itm that the wardens of the same occupation from tyrnc to tyme shall hare full 
power to SomoD xij xj x jx or viij persons of the same occupaeou to come and besworne 
before the mntor for the tyme being as oft an the sold wardens shall Be caw&os nooesaary 
w ci soyd x t j xj x i.\ or viij persons shall hare aactoryte to sore lie inquire aud present all 
ffrtlts comytted by eny of the sayd occupaoon and to ossesse audio fynes upon the same 
as shall scenic good lo ther di scree ion provided alwey that Mr. Maior for the tyme being 
shall or mayo augment or dymyniahe the same according to the quautitc of the defect 
of the fact 

Itm that tho sayd xij persons w- u fllialbo elected to chose newe wardens shall 
yearely also at the elceion of the sayd new wardeus elect and chose a bedell to serve the 
said wardens ami coaipanye who shall delygeutly and truly do his office in every thing 
that belorigith thereuuto a 3 bathe beu heretofore accustomed upon payne to fforfoite for 
every off ana xvj u 

Itm that yf eny of the said Company shalbo lawfully somoned ifc warned by the 
sayd bedell to cum to eny assembly of the said occupocon and w iK out rc-sonuble cawse 
do absent hym or dies corny ug to the sayd assembly* do ther obstinately or frowardly 
behave hytn*elf or shall depart thena w^out lycens or shall brawle or quarell there w Ul 
eny of tho soid company or shall maliciously or slanderously defame eny of tho same 
compayne or be disobedyent to tho wardens or shall uot orderly beliavo hymself towardo 
the sayd wardens and hedeman shall fforfeyt for every dcfalt nj M iiij " 1 

Itm yf env person w e * shalbe so elected to be wardens or hedeman or to be 
elected scrchers or presentors as yH aforcaayd shall refuse to do ther office or dewty 
according to the trew meanyngof the* cousiictons atul orders or wyll not ffynde souche 
dcfalts as shall be proved unto them for the tyme beying that then every peroon so 
offending shall forfeite xx*. 

Itrn that no person w cb was a workeman at the making of the Statute of Laborers 
and apprentices or w r, ‘ have served as an apprentice in the said arte according to tho 
forme of the said Statute shall take upon hym eny taske works nor take eny npprentyce 
nor lerue eu3 r person his ol*cu paeon for monsy or rete3 r ne eny Jorney man \v m in tho 
Liberties of the same Cit tie iiutyll he be aduiytted a freman of the game Cittie & lie 
accepted and admitted a workeman iuto the company of the same by the wardens A 
In 'demon of the Sonic oocupOcon Jfc do pay for his admittance to the said wardens A 
hedeman iij* iiij a upon payne to forfeite for every offens iij* iiij a provided alwey that yf 
the wardens As hndemau do refuse w u, out lawfully (*£c) cause to accept & admytt into ther 
ffidowshipp ea3 r souche as ahalbe fromen of the said Cittie w** have served according to 
the forme of the sayd Statute being workernen That then the same shnlbe at the 
discretion of Mr. Maior to admyt or disallow liyuu 

Itm y l nou of the same company shall set ony of his apprentices to be a troweller 
before he liatlie served oao hole yeare at the least nor yet permit or suffer eny 
apprentice or Jorneyman w<* be not expert iu the sayd occupocon to mako or mend 
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any worko except his seyd M r do oversee the same to be well and perfittly don as it 
ought to bo don upon payn to forfeyt for eny olfens . . . v 5 . 

Itm that every one of the same Companyc \v tl shall take upon them cny worko 
to he don shall do the Mime well nud sufficiently upon paync to forfeyt souch fync as 
the said xij xj x tx or viij persons shall 0*308*6 for the Mime. 

Itm that every person of the same company Taking vvorke uppon hyui as a M r 
workeraati shall duly oversee comuvide A charge his or tlicr laborers to tuakc worko 
and laboure tlier morter well and sufficiently and shall not take to his laborer oilier 
then souchc as slialbe able to do his dewtye in the goffyeiont working and making of 
morter upon paync of x* to be levied upon every souche il r owner as shall either by him 
self or his servant allowe any souche insufficient Laborer and shall not occupjc eny 
other sand then rough'* san do for outward worko flotyng workc A souche lyke excepted 
upon payn to forfeit for every defalto . . . xij*. 

Itm that every laborer w** shalbc set a werkc by eny of the same occupation 
shall at hi n M” comaundrnont make his morter well & substantially as yt ought to he 
upon paync to forfeit for every combe of lyme insufficiently made in morter . . iiij d , 

Itm tlmt the Lymcbumcrs w th in the libertye of the Cittye of Norwich shall 
burne the lyme well and sufficiently in all poynfts and shalbc under the sercho and 
presentment of the soyd xij xj x ix or viij persona of Masons & of the wardens of the 
soyd company of Masons & shalbc ponislied for every defalto found and presented by 
the said xij x ix or viij persons or wardens according to the orders of the said Cittfe 
alredy in that behalf ly my tied and yf cny of them shall deny eny souche sercho then 
every of them so donicng shall forfey te for every dcfalt xiij* iiij d . 

Itm that the seyd lymeh turners shall deliver ther lyme perfightly breut full 
measure A shall not refuse to measure the same yf they he required and also shall not 
sloake the same nor inyxt yt before l lie delivery thereof upon payue to forfeyt for every 
combe so delivered contrary to the tenor hereof . . . xij d . 

Itm that all manner of lyme that shall yeld above a peek wast in a some 
[? a load] of lyme shalbc denied and taken insufficiently brent & the maker or burner 
thereof uneirmblc for bis off oris. 

Itm that no person of the same occupacon shall take upon hym to amend eny 
peee of worke env other of the same company o have marie or bogon before (uot 
being well and workrcmanly don) uutyll so uc he tyme as ho have made the wardens privy 
therunto that the offender mayo be potltssbed for his often* upon payn to forfeit 
vj* viij u . 

Itm that the wardens of the same occupacon shall have ffro libertie to serche for 
al manner of dofalts made ami to [be] made or oomyttod contrary to this presento 
ordynauncs Jfc shall have autorite to cmTiaund tho forseid xij xj x ix or viij persons at 
tho lost of the said occup&Pon to view every sonch often* ami offences as they diall 
enfourtnc the saytl xij xj x ix or viij 1 * of, ami that tho sayd xij or viij persons shall not 
oonoeale eny defalte but fynd and present the sumo and make tho wardens pry vy of ther 
procedings to tbend that nothing be overslippod upon paync that every of the said xij 
or viij 1 * persons that shall offend herein to forfeit . . v f . 
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Itm that non of the folowshipp shall take etty newe apprcnfcise before souche 
tyme as hi* former apprentice .shall Imre served hym ffovrer year ess of the full end© of 
his said terra© of apprentisshippc upon payne to forfoit for every soucho apprentis xx* 

Itm that no person of the sayxl ffelowshipp & oecupacion shall sell over lm 

• • * • •* 

apprentycc to eny other pennon onkw it be to a good and .sufficient workeman of the 
some oecupacion whenmto the wardens of the said occupation or the Maior for the tyme 
being & 1ml be privy and assenting upon payne to forfeyte . . xl* 

and also that no person of the same company© A* occupacoti shall take eny person into 
his service ami under the color of being his servaunt shall lerne hym hys oecupacion for 
money or euy other compo&idon to be made betweu them other then souche as have 
served or shall serve as apprentyce according to the foresayd statute upon payne to 
forfeite for every souche default© . . xl* 

Itm that the wardens and hederaan of the aeid occnpaoon shall ons every quarter 
of n 3 r carc at the lest or as oft as they shall thynke good make serche for the seid 
Defalt* of .souche colorable servant)! s and apprentices and yf eny of the sayd oecupaCon 
being thereunto reasonably requyred by the said wardens for the better triall of the 
premisf*'* to show his prentis indenture towelling every souche scr vaunt or colorable 
apprentice A do obstinately refuse to shew his *eid indentures that then every on so 
refusing to forfeit x* and yf the said wardens and hedeman shall neglect to make souche 
serche as is aforesayd or shall goo about to conceale eny souche defalte then every of 
them so offending A* duly proved to forfeit . . x 9 

Itru that no persona of the same oecu paeon & ifelow&hipp shall make eny 
covcimunt n lU his apprentyce to gyve hym eny wages or recora pence for his work© or 
suffer hym to work© at lnV own© hand© as n Jornymau during Ilia apprenticeship but 
shall in atthjng* kept* and use hym according to the Covervaunts of his Indentur made 
bet wen the M r and souche apprentyce A according to the custom© of this cittic upou 
payne to forfeite for every deTalte . . xx B 

Itm that no person being a foryncr shall worke in the said occupacon w l in the 
said Cittio w^out the lyoensof the seyd Wardens and hederaan of the same occupacon 
for the tyme being except© by the lycons of AL* JIaior for the tyme being oneles it be in 
souche xvorkes as the artificers of the same oecupocori dwelling in tho said Cittio cannot 
artificially make and fynislie ujh)ii payne to forfeit for every defalte • . x* 

Itm that the wardens of the seid oecupacion shall yearely at ther quarter seeches 
have of every of the said company© and ffetowshipp 4 ij* according© to the auncicnt 
customo in that behalf QAcd toward the painos taking w fb yf they will not paie then 
they to forfeit for every • i} 4 not paid . vj* 1 

Itm that the wardens of the said oecupacion shall at ther going of ther office of 
wardcusliipp yerely acoompt to the new© wardens for souche money and stoke as cam 
to ther hand©* during the wardensbipp w rh dod belong to the sayd company© and 
ffclowshipp anil upon the determ inacion of ther accompt shall deliver the surplusage 
thereof to the new wardens to the use of the seid companyo upon payne to forfeit so 
moclte money as they shall Imvc of ilit* seid chattel!* in ther hands and xx* besides. 

Itm that no person of tho same Company shall procure or intis© the .servant of 
any other of the same company to depart from lit* M r without his il n lycens upon 
to forfeyt for every souche olTcus . • xx‘ 
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Itm that eny lode of satule that shalbe delivered nr sold to mnke moetcr w <h shall 
eouteyn xij barrowe* ffull A every barrowe to conteyn too bna&hella upon payn that 
every person shall sell or deliver eny sonclic lode of sand eonteyning cny lease rnesnre 
iij* iiij d 

Ittn that no person not being of the same company that is a ficman of the same 
Cittic shall take in hande cny pcoe of worke w"'in the said Cittie w'Kmt lycons of M r 
Maior A the wardens of the same occupaion upon pay ne to forfeits fo[r] every sonclic 
pece of worke . . i‘. 

It mi that no pei'Bon of the same company shall laye eny Scmell Brick or semell 
tyle outewardly in eny worke A so approved and tried by' the said xij *j x ix or viij ,e 
persons upon souche payue as the said xij, xj x ix or viij 1 * persons shall aan'gue and 
assesse upfon] hvm or them for the defnnlte. 

Itm the lymburners and Carters being under the serclte shall jmie souche Serche 
as the masons doe aocordiug to anneient e u s tome of the seid Cittie. 

Itm that all ffortvtnres amerciaments fynes penalties aforrseid other then sonche 
as shalbe forfeite by the sayd wardens shalbe levied in forme ^following, vidz by 
distressc to be taken by the seid wardens or by the officer of Maior for the tynie being 
by comytting the party offending to prison untill payment he made, the one lialfe there- 
of to be to the Maior for the tyme being, the other half to the wardens and hedemnn of 
the same occupation and all forfy tares o( the wardens to he half to M' Maior and the 
other half to the poors people of the same occapacion. 


ASSEMBLY BOOK: VOL. III., FO. 255. 

Congrcgatio tent die dominion vidz dccimo quinto die Ucbruarij in ffesto Saucti 
Mathie Appli anno Kegni due Elizabeth ilei gvu Anglic ffrauncie et llibnie Kcgine fidci 
defehf Ac decimo nono Tempore Thome I /ay or Maior, Cntberti U re re ton et ffruncisci 
Morley Vic. 

This dnye by the conceut of this house it is agreid that the byll w*l» the rough 
masons have preferred to the assembly shalbe stablysbed and remaine as a la we w^ln 
the Cittie aroordingc to the tenure of the said byll as heareafter ensueth. 

Wheareas at an assembly holden in the guildhall of this Cittie the xxiij 1 * 8 daje 
of December in the xv ,k yeaie of the reigne of our Soveieiue lady Qncoc Kliznbeth, 
certeiue good orders and constiti icons were sett downc and ratefied by the coition 
assembly os well for the inaiotenaunoe and increase of good workmanshipp emotige tlie 
artificers and occupation of masons w ,b in this Cittie, as also for the eschewingeand utter 
nboleshinge of sloitcness and evell worke- manshill ( >/c) w fl * befoi'c that tymo had ben 
tnochc used and practized to the great los.se of many and discredit of the occupation, 
And as tyme myxed w' k experiens hath tryed and proved tlie moste parte of the same 
orders and constitucons to be very good and necessary to be put in urt (sic ? use) and 
to be coo ty fitted and maynteined in this oommou wealth : Yet amongeste the sayd 
orders A constitucons, too clawses or articles only be founde by dayly experience 
nothinge protitable for the coiiion wealth of this Cittie, nor for the artificers of the said 
oocupacon as was hoped for and intended at the makinge of the same onlers, but rather 
greatly hurtful thou profitable. Of the wbiche one is for that no defaltecauu be founde 
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and presented or f>onislioil onlossc it lie by tbe nomlK-r of Eight persons at the leastc 
who altogether at one* and one instant tyrae do lett ther workc besyds the wardens in 
whatsoever ncdefull worke they bo in t or wyth wliotncsoevcr they worke, be it for never 
so smaUc a tryfle, wbeareby not only the snide m lifyeers, but also many other, who he 
ownors of the same worke* ar therby greatly disa pointed und byridcred, The other 
article or order is that none of the same company shall sett cny of hi* apprentices to be 
a trowcler before he hath served one hole year* at the leaste ac yet permit t or suffer cny 
appreotys or Jornytnatt w tk he not expert iu the said oocnpacon to make or amend cny 
worke, except* his said Mr. do overse the same to be well done upon penalty* of ffyve 
Shillings for every defaults And for that as well the sayd first resytod article whereby 
eight persons of that occnjmcoti at the least* were appointed to finde aud present 
defalks is thought very troblesome and greately to the los*e of poors men to have so 
many at one tyme to loose there workc* and disapoint thcr M r * w lh vvhornc they worke, 
and also tills Second article altogether unreasonable for that a prontys that is bound to 
tbc said occupacon shall not be suffered to worke in his said oeeupneon the first ycare 
whearebv he should* be the better experiensed in the same mystery, and the sooner able 
to do his master service, besyds the penal tie of ffyve shillings conteined in the latter 
part of the same article, for every dcfultc w n, ont bftvinge respect* to the grcafcne* or 
snmllncs of the faulte : The sayd twoo articles by w hole concent of the Mayor, Shrevcs, 
Cit4 icons and CmTmnaltie at this present assembly d und by auctorytye of the same 
assembly* ar clcarely repelled, ndniehtlated, frustrated and made roide, And in tbe 
steadd of them by auutborityc of tbe same assembly it is on acted and agreed on as 
hereafter ensueth That the warden* and artificers of the Scions and occupacou of 
masons w* k in the Cittio of Norn** shall y candy elect* and chose thro ex per te men of the 
same occuparoii of masons, who slialbesworne to fyndc and present w 1 * 1 tbe warden* for 
tyrac bcinge all vnaner of drfalts of the same oocupacon from tyme to tvmc, And that all 
fall s found* and presented and all fyocs and amcrcyaments sett or afferyd by the sayd 
wardens for the tyme beingc w tfc the sayd three men or two of them at the least 
dial be as good und effect uall ns yf the same should l>e and were presented by twelve of 
the same arte or occnpaeon. 

And that it ftbalbc lawful! to the same occuparon upon reasonable cause from 
tyme to tyme to displace the sayd three men so elected nr enj of them, and to place bo 
many other in tlior Steadd and roiucth by the lyke elecon as tg aforesayd . 

Aud that no imster of the same aide shall take eny great ter wages for liis 
appmitys worke the fyrst ycare of his apprciitishipp then is used to lie payed for 
a co moil laborer. 

And also that hensforth it shalbe lawfull for the sayd wardens w** the sayd 
thremen or wyth twoo of them lo sett atul affeere touche ffync or a mercy aments upon 
city master of the same occnpaeon as well for taking* of contrary and excrs.se wages a* 
also for eny defaulte of workcmitnsliipp of his sayd ftpprentys or Jornyman And also 
upon ther othe to allow and gyve soar he due recomponoe to the partyo or partyos that 
shall have every defecty ve worke done as to them shall seame to be workc agieablo to the 
qnantytye of the game offence. 

And that all (fines and fforfy tares hereafter to be found or offered according* to 
the tenor of this pregout actc is to be levy eel and imployed in aouch lyke manner and 
(forme as is alrcdy sett clowue in tbe said actc of assembly for tbe occupacon of mason* 
made the xxiij Uc dayo uf December in tbe xv ih ycare of the t^uuncB Majesties reign* 
that now is. 
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TRMPORH ROBEUTI RUG MAIORIS SECUKDO. 

[October 10: in 4 <k of Edward VI. ( 1 .'30) ] 

M' 1 ij 4 ilie el anno supradictis Jobes Godfrey civia Noi a Mason venit A" Et 
irro* 1 fecit quad laden turn gcren’ dat in festo pentecostes a® r. r. Kd vi u 
quarto sigilio Willmi Bygott tilij Joliis Bygott do Roiffam in com Norff 
sigillat continefi convened*** vis: qd p’fatus Willins poauit seipsu app’ntic 
p’fat Jolii ad ar title de Masons craf to no ad 3ia alia sciencia quibj coit} utitnr 
a festo p’dto usq fine termini septem anoeextunc px sequeii cotnplvndoru per 
que tcriiiinu p’dtus Johcs conceal it q' 1 ipc ilocebit dem NVillmu artific p'dcom 
dibj A® dobito modi * castignmlo A* ac inveniet A® suttic victu ac fiia alia vite 
sue necesaaria, Et p'dcus Wilts con cedi t q 4 i|ye bene continue et fide liter 
serviet p'futo Johi in &r tific p’dco ac did alia ut appiitioo A* Kt p’dtus Jobes 
concedit g 4 deliberet A* prefato Wilto in fine dci termini dnplic vestitu 
convenient pro dicbj feslivis et npariis unu le hamcr cxc, unii le pileaxe, unu 
lc trowell el unit plome rewle bone et sutfic, Ac solve! p'fato Wilto in fine 
del ten xxxiij* iiij 4 A®. 

In 1559 a “ levall ” is added to tbo instruments the master shall find the appren- 
tice with. 


TEMPORE RICARDI FLETCHER JUTTOTTIS CIVITATIS NORWICO PlilMO. 

[August 2: 1 M Elizabeth. 1559] 

M 4 Q' 1 secundo die mensts August i Anno regni Elizabeth tnodo Regine Anglic 
A* primo Michaoll Knott citcxcn of Norwich Rowe mason inrollitli an 
Indenture dated I he xvj ,h daye of {February in the first yeare of the reigne 
uf the Quenys bigbnea aforesayed Sealed by Thomas Knott the .-tonne of 
llaiiiond Knotte of Cation in tbc county of Norff : liusbondman wherby the 
sayd Thomas Imtb put him selfe apprentyce to the sayed Michaell Knot! 
unio Row-masons crafte and w <k him to dwell tarry and abyde from the 
feaste of alt Seynta laa! pas! before tbc date hereof untyll ihend A tear me of 
Seaven year os from the rise next folowinge and fully to be complete By nil 
whirdie sayed tearuie the saved Thomas Knotte grauntith by the* presents the 
saved Michaell Knott as his M r well and faythfully to serve A* And the 
sayed Michael I Knotte grant ith by thes presents the sayed Thomas Knott 
his apprentyce in the sayed crafte whiche he useth after the man' that be 
maye teache and enforuie or cause tn be taught and enfnrrned A® and in dew 
man' to cha3tyce him findinge unto his sayed apprentyce monte drynke 
lynnen wollen A® Allso tho sayedo Michaell Knote further grauntith 
to teache»thc sayed Thomas Knott to pley in and uppoa the vyolf vyoletts 
and harpe as allso to synge playne songe A pryksonge at his owne proper 
costs and charges w^in the foressyed tearme And to pnye A delyv' or 
cause to be payed ami delyv'd unto the sayed Thomas at tlicnd of the 
foresayd tearme iij 11 a suffyeient vyoll, a vyolet aud a barbie one trowell on 
plumbe rewle on bandaxe on square and doblo apparel I A v * in wollcn A 
lynnen A® 
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NOTKS FROM A BOOK OF FREEMENS INDENTURES ENROLLMENTS 
BELONGING TO THE CITY OF NORWICH. 

I55R. 

M 4 q 4 decimo die Jnnunrij Anno Regni Elizabeth Rcgine pritno Johan nes Walpole 
ci vis Nonvici Mason I rrotulari fecit qunndam Indentnr' gerentem Dat‘ in festo 
Annuciucoi* Bt" Mane Virginia Anuis regnornm Philippi el Marie Regis et Reginc 
quarto et qnintn Sigillo Hicnrdi Cowper fili j Johis Cowper nap tie Barton defunct 
Sigillat Per qnam predictns Ricfis scripsnm posnit in apprentice il prefat. Johi Walpole 
et assignati" auis nd artific suu do Masons crnfte cmdieiul' et eurn fco<Iem Jobe 
coromoratur a festo predicto uwj tinem termini septem urmoj pj sequeii et plenarie 
cornplend p quem quidetn terminu p’dictns Johcs concedit doccre dictum Hie tiro artif. 
predictum debito modo com custigando uc ctiarn Inveniet dicto Rico sufticieii victum 
voBtitft ac onila alia site sue necessaria tarn egrotudine qnam in sanitate durante toto 
termino predicto Et p’dictus Ricus concedit qd ipe serviet. prefato Jolii et assignatis suls 
in artillcio predicto p totnm terminum predictum et faciet omnes alias convencoKs put 
decct Ac. Et p’dictus Jobes concedit q d ipc solrct p’fato Rico ad fincra dicti termini 
xxvj’ viij 4 ac etiara dabit prefato Ui&> duplioern Tcatitum ac ctiam liec Instrument* 
seqncncia videlicet: — a hameraxe a trowell a plomerewle A a levall Ac. 

18 December in 2* 4 year of Queen Mary, 1554. 

Robert Ryngwood of Norwich Row mason enrolls an Indenture dated C ltl Scpt r in l* 1 of 
Queen Mary whereby William Tonny son of Edward Tonny of Morley puts himself 
apprentice to Ilyngwood for 7 years : Ityngwood to find him meat A drink A teach him 
his craft A at end of his term to give hitu double apparel! A a brykex, a hamex, a 
trowell A a pykeex and xxxiij* iiij u in money. 

22«“> FcbrT. in the 3 rl year of Elizabeth, 1580 

John G odf re y citizen of Norwich enrolls an Indenture dated 2 August in 2*"’ ye-or of 
Elizabeth whereby Jerva.se Forman, son of Henry Forman, late of Norton, binds him* 
self apprentice to s'- Godfrey for 8 years to learn a masons craft: Godfrey to find him 
at the end of his time “a plome rnle, a Trowell, a hamerex and xxx’ iiij' 1 A double 
apjM»rcll." 

oOi-i Fob>’ in the 3 114 of Elizabeth. 1560 

Bartylmew Bell of Norwich, Mason, enrolls an Indenture dated on the feast of S' 
James the A|a»tte in the l‘ l of Elizabeth whoreby NycholRs Eric of Norwycbe puts 
himself apprentice to s 4 Bell for 7 years — at the end of his time the apprentice to have 
one pyckcx one bryckcx, A one haiijerex A xx* A double apparelt. 

On the same day s J Bartylmew Bell enrolls an Indenture dated oil the feast of S'. John 
the Baptist in of Elizabeth by which Robert Stubbys of Norwycbe binds himself for 
7 years to » 4 Bell : at the end of w** time Bell is to supply him with a Trowell, a liamcr 
A a Bryckax, a squyer, a lcvcll and a hand pvck axe ami xx* and double upparell. 

9th July in the 3 rd of Elizabeth 1580 

Thomas Rysshebroke of Norwycbe Rouglicmason, inrolls an Indenture dated 6 1 * July 
1560 whereby Robert Nycker son of Peter Nyckcr late of Crownctborpc deceased, puts 
himself apprentice to Kysshebroke for 7 years : he to give Nycker at the end of his 
time iijJC, double apparel 1, also a bryck axe, one harner axe, a bryck axe "repeated] and 
a trowell and alao said Rysohobroko is to have half the revenues A profits of a tenement 
A appurtenances in Crownthorpe, belonging to said Nycker, during the said term only. 




